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Poems from the Film Il Postino. The poems collected in this book are at the heart of the film Il

Postino, a cinematic fantasy spun from an apocryphal incident in the life of the Chilean poet and

Nobel laureate, Pablo Neruda. Together they show why many consider Neruda to be the finest love

poet of the century. Few writers of any age have described the pleasures and torments of erotic love

with such un-sentimental directness and sensual precision. Here, too, we find Neruda at his most

accessible, the language of his odes and lyrics refined to the point at which it achieves, in critic Jean

Franco's words, "the naturalness of song". This short selection draws on work from throughout his

writing life, from the famous early collection Twenty Love Songs & a Song of Despair (1924) to the

key works of his maturity, Residence on Earth (1935), Elemental Odes (1954) and the

autobiographical Memorial de Isla Negra (1964). It offers an enticing glimpse of one of modern

poetry's greatest masters.
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POETRY by Pablo NerudaAnd it was at that age...Poetry arrivedin search of me. I don't know, I

don't know whereit came from, from winter or a river.I don't know how or when,no, they were not

voices, they were notwords, nor silence,but from a street I was summoned,from the branches of

night,abruptly from the others,among violent firesor returning alone,there I was without a faceand it

touched me.I did not know what to say, my mouthhad no waywith namesmy eyes were blind,and

something started in my soul,fever or forgotten wings,and I made my own way,decipheringthat

fireand I wrote the first faint line,faint, without substance, purenonsense,pure wisdomof someone



who knows nothing,and suddenly I sawthe heavensunfastenedand open,planets,palpitating

plantations,shadow perforated,riddledwith arrows, fire and flowers,the winding night, the

universe.And I, infinitesimal being,drunk with the great starryvoid,likeness, image ofmystery,I felt

myself a pure partof the abyss,I wheeled with the stars,my heart broke loose on the wind.When I

first read this poem, something within me blossomed.
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